
 

 

 

Dear Day Camp Parents, 

Thank you for considering us a safe place for your child to engage in play, outdoor exploration, 
and nature-based learning. We appreciate your support. Please visit the website 
auduboncnc.org/daycamp for helpful links, a PDF of the full Day Camp plan, and copies of much 
of the information I am sharing with you today. 

Please check the bottom of your confirmation receipt for a list of what to bring to camp and other 
general information. Please note that vending machines are not available this year, so your child 
should bring all snacks and beverages to camp. 

Parent Expectations 

At drop-off and pick-up, or at any time you are within proximity of the campers, ACNC requires 
you to wear a face covering. Additionally, we request that you not enter the headquarters of 
campers unless absolutely necessary, checking with the counselor first. There is a pick-up and 
drop-off zone outside each headquarters. 

The Gift Shop is open to Day Camp families. Each group, or cohort, will have a specified 
shopping day to eliminate mixing of cohorts, or groups. Please wear face coverings when 
shopping. 

At the end of this email, there is a Day Camp 2020 Risk Acknowledgement Form. Please be 
prepared to bring this signed form with you on the first day of camp, or sign one on the first day 
at check-in. If you’ve already filled one out for a previous week, you do not need to do it again. 

Camp Pre-screening 

We ask that you monitor your child(ren) for signs of illness leading up to camp. A full list of 
symptoms can be found on the CDC website. ACNC is particularly concerned about fevers 
(100.4°F and higher), chills, new or worsening cough, shortness of breath, or trouble breathing. 

Daily Screening 

ACNC will ask you the following questions upon check in at Day Camp and at the beginning of 
every day of camp: 

1. Has your child had any of the following symptoms in the last 24 hours: 
a. Fever, chills, new or worsening cough, shortness of breath or trouble breathing 

2. Has anyone in your household experienced those same symptoms in the last 24 hours? 
3. Has your child come into contact with anyone diagnosed with a probable or confirmed 

case of COVID-19 in the last 14 days? 
4. Has anyone in your household come into contact with anyone diagnosed with a probable 

or confirmed case of COVID-19 in the last 14 days? 
5. Has your child or anyone in the household traveled outside New York (including New 

York City), Ohio, or Pennsylvania in the last 14 days? 

If you answer yes to questions 1 or 2, ACNC will ask you to keep your child home for minimally 
the next 7 days. See refund information below. 



If you answer yes to questions 3, 4, or 5, ACNC will ask you to keep your child home for the next 
14 days. See refund information below.  

Wellness Checks 

ACNC monitors campers’ health every year, but this year they will be particularly attentive. In 
addition to providing a rest area for campers that are not feeling well, ACNC will also take their 
temperatures with a contactless thermometer. The Camp Director usually asks the camper 
question about how he/she is feeling, provides water, and a quiet place to rest. ACNC provides 
minor first aid in the event of bee stings, cuts and scrapes, and bites. ACNC does not administer 
medication or any invasive procedures.  

By sending your child to camp, you are implying consent for these wellness checks. 

Higher Risk Campers 

If your child has a pre-existing condition that put them at higher risk, the Camp Director will call to 
speak to you directly about any concerns you may have. A full list of higher risk condition is 
available on the CDC’s website, but common ones seen in campers are asthma and diabetes. 

Refunds 

ACNC will give refunds for any complete weeks of missed camps dues to COVID-19, but will not 
pro-rate refunds for days within a week missed. ACNC will work with you if your children miss full 
weeks to reschedule them to a later camp session if possible.  

As an exception to the normal refund policy, ACNC will refund in full, minus any t-shirt or 
membership fees, any camp session cancelled by the Sunday prior to the camp start date (2 days 
ahead of time) due to COVID-19 concerns. 

Safety Changes 

Camp groups (or cohorts) will continue to be divided into separate headquarters or bases, as 
usual. However, campers will stay within those cohorts, have designated restrooms, and will not 
mix with other cohorts. For previous ACNC campers, this means lunches will separate from other 
cohorts, they won’t do any large groups games like Mud Man, and we won’t be doing the 
conventional Sharing Circle at the end of the day.  

Please note that this means if you are sending multiple children to camp, they will all need their 
own bags for personal items.  

Campers will also access their headquarters through a direct door rather than go through the 
Nature Center’s main entrance.  

Campers usually go through a first day orientation, which this year includes proper handwashing 
techniques, cough etiquette, and when to use sanitizer. For any camper who refuses to follow the 
safety protocols, the Camp Director may call you to address the issue. The safety of all campers 
and counselors depends on the compliance of all campers and counselors. 

PPE 

Counselors will wear face coverings when within 6 feet of campers, indoors or out. Counselors 
must have face coverings available for when they do come closer to campers. Every camper will 
receive a bandana as part of Day Camp this year. While campers are not required to wear their 
bandanas, ACNC may encourage it during close-quarter, indoor activities.  



Questions and support 

As always, please contact me, Sarah Hatfield, the Day Camp Director, with any questions or 
concerns. Our highest priority is making sure your child has a positive outdoor experience and 
this year is no different.  

Helpful links: 

Talking with children about COVID-19  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/talking-with-children.html 

CDC’s main website 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

Peer-reviewed summary of various papers addressing COVID-19 and children. 
https://dontforgetthebubbles.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/COVID-data-8th-May.pdf 
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