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Mission

Audubon Community Mature Center builds
and nurtures connections between people
and nature by providing positive outdoor
experiences, opporiunities to learn about
and understand the natural world,

and knowledge to act in environmentally
responsible ways,

Vision

Audubon Community Mature Center envisions

a future where every child within cur community
has a real and healthy connection to nature.

Nature Center Newsletter

The free, bi-monthly publication
of Audubon Community Mature Center, Inc.

1600 Riverside Road
Jamestown, NY 14701
Ph: (716) 569-2345
Fx: (716) 569-2T765
infocauduboncnc.org
auduboncnc.org

Haosting a chapter of National Audubon Society
Serving Chautaugua and Warren Counties

Kim Turner, Newsletter Editor
Cover: Bald Eagle Pair. Photo by Bill Vargo

Mature Center Hours
Monday = Saturday, 10:00 a.m. = 430 p.m.

Sunday, Closed
Trails are open dally from dawn to dusk.

Follow Audubon
on these platforms:

Visit auduboncnc.org
by scanning this code.

Executive Director’s Desk
Leigh Rovegno

Dear Members and Friends of the Nature Center,

We hope your holidays have been both healthy and happy. As we move
into a new year, we have an opportunity to reflect on the year that has
passed together.

We can all agree that 2020 was most certainly a year like no other. It
showed us that we are just as much a part of nature as are the plants,
animals, oceans, mountains, birds, and insects. That we, too, are
vulnerable to disease, to a changing climate, and changes in social
structures. And that as humans, we are able to persevere when we join
together.

Audubon Community Nature Center’s vision is that every child within
the local community has a real and healthy connection to nature. We
recognize that we have some work to do if we want that vision to
become a reality. Yet we also recognize that including all lives, both
human and non-human, is essential to our success,

The future of Audubon Community Nature Center is dependent on
maintaining and expanding its diversity of programs, sources of income,
and people. After all, the true sign of a healthy ecosystem is a high level
of biodiversity, and it also holds true for us both as individuals, and as a
community.

How can we broaden our reach to include more voices and
perspectives? What can we do to make sure that the community knows
that we are open and welcoming to all? How can we use the legacy of
2020 to ensure that every community member believes in the healing
power of nature, that we welcome them to join our nature family, and
that together we are stronger?

These are just a few of the guestions that we intend to address in the
coeming year. The answers may not come to us immediately, but the first
step is being willing to ask. From you: our members and nature family,
we ask for your voices and ideas.

Thank you for being an Audubon Community Nature Center member,
and for sharing this journey with us. We look forward to the year ahead,
and we hope that you'll continue to join us as we strive towards our
vision that every child within our community has a real and healthy
cennection to nature. After all, that connection begins with all of us
waorking together.

Take care, and be well.
| look forward to seeing you all at the Nature Center again soon.

Joge 9 Roverge
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ACNC Through the Years

Audubon has changed a lot since it was founded in
1957 around a kitchen table. The following excerpts
are from past January — February newsletters.

1961

“The Snowy Owl has been reported in Summerdale.
There is also one seen in Kiantone on...

Frissell Road.”

1971

"January meeting on the 8th with Archie Richardson
showing slides of birds banded and reporting on
banding activities there.”

1981

“Before knowledge must come awareness. Each and
every one of us can help others become aware of
the natural wonders that surround us and the
problems that our envircnment faces.” — Jim Yaich

1991

“Jim Yaich recently celebrated 15 years as the
Maturalist-Director of the Jamestown
Audubon Scciety.”

2001

“The Nature Art Festival Committee is pleased
to report that 5,200 people attended...”

201

“The Secret Gardens Tour is back! Mark June 18
on your calendar.”

Board Officers

Board Chairman. e ANArew Harrington
First Wice Chair. s 302G Lyle
Second VIce CHair ...

.. Dave Burleg
Secretary. .. Penny Lester
Treasurer . Robert Klebacha

Board of Directors

Louise Boutwell, Linnea Carlson, Willow Fodor, Elisabeth Hall,
Tim Piotrowski, Piper Van Ord, Brittany Wilcox

Nature Center Staff

Executive Director. v LEIGh ROvEgno
Administrative Assistant, Volunteer Coordinator... Tina Preston
Education CoortdiNaton ... Sarah Hatfield
Senior Nature Educator, Marketing.... . Jeff Tome

Senior Nature Educator, Exhibits Manager Katie Finch
Nature Educator .. . Chelsea Jandreau

Designer, Education ASSistant ...

. Kim Turner
Receplionist, Resource Person - Joanne Miller
Receptionist .. . Claire Certo
Building and Growiids .. Terry LeBaron

Volunteer Chairs

Bird Seed Delivery . . Sherwood VanDewark
Bob Schlick
Bird Seed Sales . Mel Feather
Eagle Keeper . - Thom Armella
Enchanted Forest . Bob Ungerer
Amanda Meleen
Garden Chair waJanet Forbes
Mailing . . Leah Bullock
Blanche Robbins
Membership . Sandy Fletcher
Linda Trostle
Allegany Nature PUIgrimage ... Jim Backlas
Barb Conklin
Judy Long
Ro Woodard
Photo Club . John Brustrom
Publicity . .« Pat Brininger
Roadside Cleanup « Denny Anderson
Wild 5K « Jeff Rupp

Audubon Community Nature Center's Board

of Directors, Chairs, and Committee Members
are volunteers.

Thank you to those listed above who contribute
time, thought, and energy to help ACNC run
smoothly and effectively.

Snowy Owl resting on & utility pole.
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Addressing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
at Audubon Community Nature Center

Leigh Rovegno, Executive Director

In order to fulfill our mission of connecting (ALL) people with nature, ACNC has recently convened a committee
to identify and discuss issues related to Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion (DEI) within the organization. Upon
reviewing the results from a recent DEl survey completed in August of 2020 by both ACNC Board and staff
members, the committee believes that it is important to continue this process by further educating ourselves on
DEl related topics through a course of study and reflection.

The ACNC DEI Committee has decided to embark on a 21-Week Racial Equity Habit Building Challenge which
will include one reading and discussion per week beginning in January 2021. The goal of this challenge is to
become better informed both personally and professionally about issues related to privilege, systemic racism,
and ineguities that have a negative impact on our communities.

We encourage ACNC members to consider participating in this challenge along-side ACNC's board and staff.

For more information on the 21 Day (Week) Challenge, please visit:
americanbar.org/groups/labor_law/membership/equal_opportunity

Dreaming Big

Kim Turner, Education Assistant

For those of you who told us to dream bigger, thank
you! We are truly dreaming and planning big this
/ year. With the support of generous donors,

by the time you read this newsletter, we hope that
construction has started on the Pamela A. Westrom
Wildlife Habitat.

This project consists of an animal care room that is
large enough for behind the scenes tours and three
to four animal enclosures. We are building the new
Sl B T ot i St WA S RS0 b s habitats near Liberty the Bald Eagle's enclosure to
Sy Rk Hill Engineming LLC create a corridor of wildlife for visitors to enjoy. We
hope that the addition of these animals will enrich
the relationship between people and nature by
offering a greater diversity of species to connect to.

As the staff lead for Animal Care, | am currently
training with live birds of prey, such as hawks and
owls, and researching care for these animals in
preparation to obtain additional birds that will live in
the Pamela A. Westrom Wildlife Habitat.

Stay connect with Audubon for upcoming
programming and other ways to support this project.

For more information on this project and the live
animals that call Audubon "home,” please visit:
auduboncnc.org/animalambassadors

Kim Turner training with Ruby the Red:laded Hawk at Tomarack Widife Ceriter.
Carsl of Tamarack had beon @ wonderf! aentor fircagh this grocest. Photo by Carol Holmgron
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Programs and Events

January

Mature Play Care (Children ages 4= 6)
Wednesdays - Fridays, January 6 - 29
8:00 - 11:30 a.m.

$28 Children 4 = 6 « $25.20 Members

The Outdoor Classroom (ages 6 - 10)
Thursday and Fridays, January 7/8, 14115,
21/22, and 28/29

Full Day: 8:00 a.m. = 3:30 p.m.

$60 Children 6= 10 - $54 Members

Half Day: 8:00 = 11:30 a.m. or noon = 330 p.m.
Optional lunch from 11:30 a.m. = noon (BYOL)
$30 Children 6=10 « $27 Members

String Art Make-and-Take (all)
Saturday, January 2

Session 1:11:00 a.m. = noon

Session 2:12:15 - 115 p.m.

Session 3:1:30 = 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 6

Session 1:5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Session 2: 6:45 - 7:45 p.m.

$10 Adults - £7.50 Members

$7.50 Children 3 =15 - free 2 and under

Mature Walk (aduit+)

Saturdays, January 2 and January 23

9200 = 10:00 a.m.

%4 Adults « $3 Members « $3 Children 3-15

First Friday — The Nature of Sweden (Adult)
Friday, January 8

11:00 a.m. - noon

%8 Adults « 56 Members

Little Explorers — Bears

(Ages 3 - B with an adult)

Saturday, January 9

10:00 = 11:30 a.m.

%8 Adults « $6 Members « $6 Children 3-8

January Camp (Children 4 - 12)
Monday, January 18

9:00 a.m. = 3:00 p.m.

$40 Children 4 =12 « $30 Member Children
%5 Sibling discount

Drive-Up Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
Saturday, January 23

4:00 = 5:00 p.m.

$16 per meal

Creature Feature — Turtles (All)
Wednesday, January 27

3:30 = 415 p.m.

$4 Adults « 53 Members

$3 Children 3 =15 « free 2 and under

Cardboard Village Make-and-Take (al))
Saturday, January 30

Session 1:10:00 =11:30 a.m.

Session 2:12:30 - 2:00 p.m.

$10 Adults - £7.50 Members

$7.50 Children 3 =15 - free 2 and under

February

Mature Play Care (Children ages 4 = 6)
Wednesdays - Fridays, February 3- 26
B:00 =11:30 a.m.

$28 Children 4 = 6 « $25.20 Members

The Outdoor Classroom (Ages 6 - 10)
Thursday and Fridays, February 4/5, 1112,
18/19, and 25/26

Full Day: 8:00 a.m. = 3:30 p.m.

$60 Children 6 =10 - $54 Members

Half Day: 8:00 = 11:30 a.m. or noon = 3:30 p.m.
Optional lunch from 11:30 a.m. — noon (BYOL)
$30 Children 6 =10 « $27 Members

Cardboard Village Make-and-Take
(Al

Wednesday, February 3

Session 1: 5:00 = 6:30 p.m.

Session 2: 6:45 - 8:15 p.m.

$10 Adults - £7.50 Members

$7.50 Children 3 =15 - free 2 and under

First Friday — Rain Gardens (Adult)
Friday, February 5

11:00 a.m. = noon

38 Adults « £6 Members

Snowflake Daze:

Embrace the Winter Event (a)
Saturday, February & and Sunday, February 7
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Sunday: noon = 4:00 p.m.

%8 Adults « £6 Members

$6 Children 3= 15 - free 2 and under

Little Explorers — Camouflage

{Ages 3 - B with an adult)

Saturday, February 13

10:00 = 1:30 a.m.

%8 Adults « $6 Members « 36 Children 3-8

Snow Camp (Children 4 -12)
Monday, February 15, 2021

9:00 a.m. = 3:00 p.m.

$40 Children 4 =12 « $30 Members
$5 Sibling discount

American Red Cross Blood Drive
{Adult)

Friday, February 19

M:00 a.m. = 400 p.m.

Creature Feature — Snakes (all)
Wednesday, February 24

330 = 415 p.m.

%4 Adults « 53 Members

$3 Children 3 =15 « free 2 and under

Intended Audience Key

Adult = designed for adults

Adult+ = designed for adults, mature,

and interested children 9 and up when
accompanied by an adult.

All = Something for everyone, but children
must be accompanied by an adult.
Children/Ages = designed for kids —

drop them off and pick them up later.

Program Registration

« Online at auduboncne.org
« Phone: (716) 569-2345
« By mail with credit card Information
or a check payable to ACNC
Audubon Community Nature Center
1600 Riverside Road,
Jamestown, NY, 14701

Refund Policy

« If Avdubon Community Nature Center
cancels the program, participants
receive full refunds.

« If a participant cancels before the
deadling, a refund, with 5 withheld
as a processing fee, will be made.

« If a participant cancels afterthe deadline,
no refund will be made, but ACNC still
needs to know of your canceliation.

Programs may be cancelled if there are not
enough registered. Register early to ensure
the class fills. Some programs have limited
enraliment.

Please Note:

For the most accurate infarmation about
ACNC programs and events, please visit
auduboncnc.org or call (716) 569-2345.

Face coverings are required for all
participants ages 3 and up for indoor
programs; they are also required for outdoor
programs during which participants cannot
maintain & feet of distance between family
groups. Please have a face covering
avallable should situations change. If you
are feeling ill, have any symptoms of
COVID-19, or have come into contact with

a probable or confirmed COVID-19 case,
please stay home. If you have traveled
toffrom a non-contiguous state or toffrom

a CDC Level 2 or 3 Travel Motice Country
please complete the required quarantine
before attending programs or visiting ACNC,

Please be aware that if Audubon discovers
that a program Instructor or participant tests
positive or is considered presumptive
positive for COVID-19, they may use
registration Information to assist with
contact tracing.
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Nature Notes — Bird Irruptions
Jeff Tome

Even the birds had problems in 2020, but it's the
kind of problem that people who feed birds are
loving. Birds that are rarely seen in the United States
are flying south in record numbers. People with
birdfeeders are seeing some interesting birds show
up that they haven't seen in years.

The first to arrive were the Pine Siskins. These tiny
birds look like striped, olive-colored goldfinches and
swarmed my thistle feeder a couple of weeks ago.
These birds prefer to eat Black Nyjer seed. The tiny,
cily seeds are often called thistle seeds, but are

no relation to thistle. Finches of all sorts love

these seeds.

The big news was the appearance of Evening
Grosbeaks, which lock either like a goldfinch on
steroids or a mutant cross between a cardinal and a
goldfinch. These birds are migrating in the largest
number in over twenty years. These sporadic
migrations are called irruptions.

Many other birds are on the move this year,
including Purple Finches, redpolls, and crosshills. Mo
one knows where, when, or if they will show up, but
a watchful eye on a full feeder is more likely to see
one or more.

Top-right: Evening Groshaaks migrate from Canada ln hirge numbavs whev thelr novmal food
of hacdwood seeds fnfs. Phato by Jedf Tome.

Middle-right: Redpoils and other birds are leaving Conada in search of food in @ phenomenon
caled an irruption. Phato by Jeff Tome.

Bottom: Pine siskiny ook W sirpy goidfinches md ane showing up af local birdfeodors this yoar.
Phate by Jedf Tome.
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Calling all Cooks —
Audubon Heritage
Cookbook

Tina Preston, Administrative Assistant
and Volunteer Coordinator

Do you miss the days of Audubon potlucks where
you could taste-test everyone's favorite family
recipes? 5o do we! We love sharing food with ocur
Audubon family and friends, and we are looking
forward to being able to do that again in the future.

Until then, we are asking all Audubon cooks to
censider sharing your favorite recipes with us to be
used in an "Audubon Heritage Cookbook'. Recipes
included in the cookbook will celebrate the 'spirit of
Audubon’ by being seasonal, featuring locally-
available foods, or celebrating your family’s heritage.
Each recipe has its own story, and we love to hear
that too!

To submit recipes for consideration, please email
Tina Preston at tpreston@auduboncnc.org.

Swhmil your favorite recipes for the chance to share tham in an Audubon Heritage Cookbook

Support through Shopping
at Bookshop.org

Are you a nature lover and avid reader? Audubon is
excited to provide a range of books in the Blue Heron
Gift Shop and have a presence on Bookshop.org to
cater to their book reading audience. With the gift shop
being limited in size, Bookshop.org offers a wider
selection of books on every topic, and any book you
purchase through them helps support ACNC.

Shop from ACNC's Bookshop page at
bookshop.org/shop/auduboncommunitynaturecenter
and 10% of your purchase will be donated to Audubon.

Halg ACNC confinue fo grow by purchasing books in the Biue Hevon Gt Shop or m bookshap.ovg.

Donation Corrections

Whoops! There was an error in the November — December newsletter. A couple of donations were
listed incorrectly. Every donation is valued and important. We apologize for the error.

In honor of Andrew Harrington
$110 from James and Suzann Yovich

In memory of Barbara Case, Monarch Mama
$644 from Elaine Crossley
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Your Membership Matters
More Than Ever

Tina Preston, Administrative Assistant
and Volunteer Coordinator

There is no question that 2020 was a very strange
year for everyone as we learned to face the many
challenges during these unprecedented times.
Throughout the pandemic, Audubon has reinvented
the programs, events, and activities they offer in order
to continue providing a safe space for people learn
about and connect to nature.

Mow, more than ever, your membership is essential to
Audubon Community Nature Center's existence. By
being a Nature Center member, you get access to
programs, discounts, early-bird registration, and
exclusive events at a place that you have grown to
love. Additionally, your membership provides
necessary financial support that goes directly towards
making the programs, people, animal care, and
grounds upkeep possible. Through your membership,
you show a commitment to ACNC's vision in which
every child within the local community has a real and
healthy connection to nature.

Audubon is o wondeviul place fov nends and family fo share exgerionces in nature,

Health officials across the globe agree that one of the
best things that you can do for your mental, physical,
and emotional health is to get cutside. Audubon is
consistently busy, with visitors looking to explore the
cutdoors, be active, and continue to connect with the
natural world. We are grateful to our members for the
support they provide which allows us to provide a
place for the community to find comfort and
enjoyment now and into the future.

Thank you.

For more information about membership levels, benefits,
and qift memberships visit: Auduboncnc.org/memberships
or call the Nature Center at (716) 569-2345.

Welcome, New Nature Center Members

Recorded between May 16, 2020 and November 1, 2020

Individual $50
Senior Individual $35

Heather Allpon-Cohoon — Jamestown, NY
Olivia Anderson — Jamestown, MY
John Bowler — Warren, PA
Margaret Braun — Fredonia, NY
Deborah Chielli — Frederick, MD
Cindy Conner — Jamestown, NY
Barb Gage — Frewsburg, MY

Diana Hatfield — Morth East, PA
Priscilla Mckean — Chautaugqua, MY
Bill Park — Marblehead, MA

Emily Scholeno — Jamestown, NY
Melanie Smith — Falconer, NY

Family $60

Senior Family $45

Bresanne Agett— Lakewood, NY
Shannon Anderson — Jamestown, MY
Gordon Appleby — Washington, D, C.
Kim and Willle Avery — Warren, PA
Dara and Jason Brown — Randolph, MY
Janita Byars — Jamestown, NY
Amanda Chitester — Frewsburg, NY

Krista Dalton — Jamestown, NY

Bruce and Kathleen Davis — Warren, PA
Asha Deharder — Jamestown, NY
Jennifer Edens — Jamestown, NY

John Edstrom — Jamestown, NY
Gregory Edwards — Jamestown, NY
Denise Eyler — Sugar Grove, PA
Amanda Fithian — Russell, PA

Pat and Jim Fincher — Jamestown, NY
Liz Fred — Jamestown, MY

Matalie Gerber — Fredonia, NY

Priscilla and Mark Hampton — Lakewood, NY
Daniel Heitzenrater — Falconer, NY
Debra and Paul Jannotti — Russell, PA
Yvonne Jespersen — Russell, PA
Katrina and Jack Jones — Frewsburg, NY
Jill Kenyon — Depew, NY

Elizabeth Kidder — Ashville, MY

Brittany Kilbury — Jamestown, MY

John LaMancuso — Jamestown, MY
Amy Langworthy — Jamestown, NY
Stephanie McCraw — Jamestown, NY
Deborah McKinney — Fredonia, NY
Emily Nelson — Jamestown, MY
Christina Olson — Jamestown, NY
Tamra Park — Bemus Point, NY

Sarah CQuadt— Bemus Point, NY

Dale Ricker — Fredonia, MY

Scott and Brenda Sampson — Sugar Grove, PA
Ellen Scalise — Warren, PA

Ronald and Sandra Schifano — Jamestown, NY
Kerri Smart — Jamestown, NY

Hally Smith — Warren, PA

Lori Stearns — Russell, PA

John Taylor — Jamestown, NY

Betsy Thayer — Jamestown, NY

Mate Thomton — Jamestown, MY

Robin Trapani — Russell, PA

Krystin Trusso — Jamestown, NY

Joelle Washer — Jamestown, NY

Susanne White — Sugar Grove, PA

Family Plus $100

Andrew Dickson and Janet Chew —
Jamestown, NY

Eric Johnson and Karen Seawell—
Jamestown, NY

Brendan Meara — Jamestown, NY

Kitty and Tim Niemi — Cortland, OH

Jill O'Brien — Little Valley, OH

Curt and Susie Westrom — Bemus Point, NY
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Birdseed

Conewango Blend is a
specially-mixed seed that
was created by a team of
local birders to attract many
different birds. It is rich with
black oil sunflower seeds and also includes
canary seed, millet, corn, safflower seed, and
sunflower hearts. The goal is to attract many
different birds without wasting seed. This mix is
available in the Blue Heron Gift Shop at ACNC.

¥ou can also find Conewango Blend at:

o Ashville General Store, Ashville, NY

o Chautauqua Book Store, Chautaugua, NY
o Howe's True Value, Warren, PA

o Lakewood Apothecary, Lakewood, NY

¢ Lighthouse Point Grocery, Mayville, NY

e Oneida Lumber, Ace Hardware, Warren, PA
o Wegmans, Jamestown, NY

Blue Heron Legacy Society

Audubon Community Nature Center strives to ensure
that every child from the local community has a real
and healthy connection to nature. You can be a part
of this vision, make it stronger, and leave a lasting
legacy for the future.

Audubon's vision becomes stronger through
long-term commitments made by Nature Center
Members, donors, and friends; those who wish their
legacies to be a part of a thriving, educational, nature
-based organization. Commitments can include giving
gifts of stocks, donations made from donor advised
funds, bequests, and IRA charitable giving.

What will your

\ \ legacy be?
_E, How will you leave
g \ \ your mark on the

.\ world?

Piease contact Leigh
Rovegno for more
Information on becoming
part of the Blue Heron
Legacy Society at
Irovegno@auvduboncnc.org
or (716) 569-2345.

A New Way to Shop Local:
ShopLocalCHQ.com

Are you looking to support local businesses without
having to make multiple in-person trips?
ShoplLocalCHQ.com provides an online hub for many
local stores including Audubon Community Nature
Center's Blue Heron Gift Shop. Supported by the
Chautauqua County Chamber of Commerce, this
website allows customers to shop for favorite
Audubon products, such as the famous Conewango
Birdseed Blend. Most items are available to ship, with
some available for pick-up only at the Nature Center.
100% of sales made through ShoplocalCHQ.org

go directly to the local businesses who participate.

Community Partners

Thank you for your dedicated support this year.

Curt and Susie Westrom

Bob and Kathy Frucella

Carnahan-Jackson Foundation

Chautauqua Region
Community Foundation

Holmberg Foundation

Lenna Foundation

Ralph C. Sheldon Foundation
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation

Bush Industries, Inc.

Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo
Hal and Mary Conarro

Jan Simons Boyle

Metallic Ladder Manufacturing Corporation
Univera Healthcare

Please contact Leigh Rovegno for mare information
Ing a Community Partner at
Irovegno@auduboncnc.org ar [716) 569-2345.
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