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From the Board Chair’s Desk 
 
Dear Nature Center Members and Friends,

As the year draws to a close, I find myself reflecting on the many 
ways 2025 has been a year of both gratitude and new beginnings 
for Audubon Community Nature Center. Each season has brought 
with it moments of wonder—whether in the songs of migrating birds, 
the laughter of children exploring the trails, or the quiet peace of the 
wetlands at first light. These experiences remind us why Audubon exists: 
to connect people of all ages with the natural world around us.

This year, we will also be experiencing an important milestone in our 
story: the welcoming of our new Executive Director, Aaron Sidder. 
You’ll read more about Aaron in this newsletter, but I want to take a 
moment here to share the Board’s excitement and confidence as we 
look ahead under his leadership. Aaron brings fresh energy, ideas, and 
perspective, and we are eager to see how his vision will help us deepen 
and expand Audubon’s impact in the years to come. Change, especially 
at moments of transition, can spark reflection as well as renewal. We 
honor the dedicated staff and volunteers who have carried us forward 
through this past year and are grateful to now embrace this next 
chapter together.

At the same time, the close of a year is always a season of gratitude. 
None of Audubon’s programs, habitats, or community connections 
would be possible without you—our members, donors, volunteers, 
and friends. Your generosity and commitment keep our trails open, our 
exhibits thriving, and our educational programs alive for thousands of 
learners each year. You ensure that people of all ages can continue to 
find inspiration and connection in nature.

As you celebrate the holiday season, I encourage you to pause and take 
in the simple joys that surround us: the crunch of leaves beneath your 
feet, the hush of falling snow, the sparkle of stars in a winter sky. These 
moments remind us of both the beauty and the fragility of the natural 
world—and of our shared responsibility to protect it.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, thank you for your steadfast support 
throughout this year of transition and growth. We are deeply grateful 
for all that you do to sustain Audubon’s mission. With Aaron now at the 
helm and with you by our side, I am filled with excitement for what the 
future holds.

Wishing you peace, joy, and wonder 
this holiday season.

With gratitude,

Tina E. Downey 
Chair, Board of Directors
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Mission
Audubon Community Nature Center builds  
and nurtures connections between people  
and nature by providing positive outdoor 
experiences, opportunities to learn about  
and understand the natural world,  
and knowledge to act in environmentally  
responsible ways.

Nature Center Newsletter
The free, bi-monthly publication 
of Audubon Community Nature Center, Inc. 
Jessica Piskor, Newsletter Editor 
Cover: Red Fox by Freezer on Unsplash

     
1600 Riverside Road, Jamestown, NY 14701
Ph: (716) 569-2345 · Fx: (716) 569-2765
info@auduboncnc.org · auduboncnc.org
Hosting a chapter of National Audubon Society
serving Chautauqua and Warren Counties

Nature Center Hours
10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday – Saturday
1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., Sunday
Closed on Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve
Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day
Trails are open from dawn to dusk.

Building Admission
$6 Adults • $2 Children • $15 Max per family
Free admission for Nature Center Members.
Free admission for SNAP/EBT cardholders.
Free admission for non-members on Sundays 
Free admission on Veterans Day (Tuesday, 
November 11, 2025)

Visit auduboncnc.org 
by scanning this code.

Follow Audubon 
on these platforms: 
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ACNC Through the Years 
 
ACNC’s mission is rooted deeply in conservation and 
education. See how Audubon members and friends 
have supported education and conservation efforts 
throughout the years.

1965 
“The city has been invaded! On December 1, Bruce 
Fry reported that 4 Wild Turkeys were in his yard on 
Lamont St. Jamestown.”  

1975 
“On November 15, 55 members joined at Quaker 
Picnic Area of Allegany State Park to hold our 18th 
annual Thanksgiving with the Birds. The weather was 
exceptional and the food excellent.”

1985 
“The results of the Jamestown Christmas Bird 
Count on December 22 are in with 61 species and 
7,805 individuals.”  

1995 
“The Bird of the Month was a well-described 
Bohemian Waxwing on Nov 10 seen and closely 
compared with about 40 Cedar Waxwings at Saybrook 
by Chuck and Marjorie Neel. This represents a first 
record for Warren County.” 

2005 
“The Board of Directors is moving ahead with 
negotiations for a gas lease agreement. The board 
has worked with extreme caution… addressing 
many environmental issues. We are in hopes that 
an agreement can be reached so that drilling on the 
property, if it will occur, will do so in the winter.”  

Board Officers 
Board Chairperson....................................................	 Tina Downey, CFRE 
First Vice Chair...........................................................	 Dr. Erin Pender 
Second Vice Chair.....................................................  Dr. Eugenie Poignard 
Secretary......................................................................	 Antoinetta Lindell 
Treasurer......................................................................	 Peter Stark 

Board of Directors 
Jennifer Bliss, Pat Evans, Carey Lee, Steve Riczker, Lynn Schaffer, 
Linda Sobina, Nadine Westover 

Nature Center Staff 
Executive Director........................................................ Aaron Sidder 
Visitor Experience Director........................................ Katie Finch 
Education Director....................................................... Chelsea Jandreau 
Marketing and Design Director................................ Jessica Piskor 
Receptionist................................................................... Claire Certo 
Buildings and Grounds Manager............................. Terris Monroe 
Nature Educator, Animal Care Specialist.............. Emma Roth 
Nature Educator, Animal Care Specialist.............. Charlotte Schmaltz 
Nature Educator........................................................... Taylor Brennan 
Office Manager, Volunteer Coordinator................ Sharon Tefft 

Volunteer Chairs 
Fundraising..................................................................	 Dr. Eugenie Poignard 
IDEA Committee.........................................................	 Willow Fodor 
Land Use Management ...........................................  Steve Riczker 
Membership.................................................................	 Karen Sanders 
Membership.................................................................	 Jan Coleson 
Publicity .................................................................... 	 Pat Brininger

Audubon Community Nature Center’s 
Board of Directors, Chairs, and Committee 

Members are volunteers. Thank you to those 
who contribute time, thought, and energy to 

help ACNC run smoothly and effectively!

Thanksgiving with the Birds 2024



Holiday Gift Memberships  
 
Give the gift of experience for an entire year! 
Purchase Holiday Gift Memberships with 
special packaging from November 29, 2025 
through January 2, 2026. Packages include a 
membership packet, Audubon greeting card, 
and gift packaging.

Holiday Gift Memberships can be given for a 
new member and as a soon-to-be renewal for 
an existing member.

Purchase in-person, over the phone, or online at 
auduboncnc.org/membership. 

Receive a free 
honey product 
with your gift 
membership when 
you shop in person 
at the Blue Heron 
Gift Shop on 
November 29 – 30.
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Volunteer Corner 
 
ACNC’s Volunteer Program provides opportunities 
to put special skills to use, make a difference in the 
community, or learn something new. For the Volunteer 
E-Newsletter, visit auduboncnc.org/volunteer 

Upcoming and ongoing volunteer opportunities:
	● Mailing Committee: Thanksgiving Appeal 

Thursday, November 6, 9:00 a.m. 
Help prepare the Thanksgiving Appeal for mailing.

	● Thanksgiving with the Birds 
Saturday, November 22, 11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Help prepare a Thanksgiving dinner with ACNC. 
Assist with set up, food service, and/or clean up.

	● Wreath Fundraiser Decorating Party 
Tuesday, November 25, 9:00 a.m.  
Help decorate assembled wreaths using natural 
materials for ACNC’s Holiday Wreath Sale.

	● Mailing Committee: Newsletter Mailing 
Thursday, December 11, 9:00 a.m. 
Help prepare the newsletter for bulk mailing.

Interest in volunteering? Contact Sharon Tefft at 
stefft@auduboncnc.org or (716) 569-2345.

Blue Heron Gift Shop  
Small Business Saturday
Get your unique holiday presents at Audubon! 
Save 10% off everything in the gift shop for Small 
Business Saturday on November 29 and Sunday, 
November 30. ACNC members receive an extra 10% 
off purchases for a total of 20% off. 

Get everything from children’s books, puzzles, stuffies, 
and puppets to earrings, field guides, and notecards 
for the nature lovers in your life. Pick up Audubon’s 
Conewango Blend birdseed, birdfeeder, and bird 
identification book for a great gift combo for birders. 

Welcome MaryAnn Alpaugh
New Receptionist and Gift Shop Volunteer! 
“I’ve lived in Chautauqua County most of my life. Since 
I’ve been young, I’ve always loved the outdoors.  

Audubon Community Nature Center always appealed 
to me because of its magnificent hiking trails and most 
importantly for me, their bird banding in the spring. I’m 
a huge birder and take no shame in saying I can sit for 
hours watching, listening, and identifying birds.

My husband and I are 
retired. Our son and 
daughter-in-law live in 
Colorado. While exploring 
nature on the mountains, it 
made me realize the need to 
give back locally.

So here I am volunteering. 
Audubon is a great place to 
enjoy nature for everyone of 
all ages. The staff here have 
been so welcoming and I’m 
happy to be of help.”



First Sunday Story Time 
(Children 2 – 8 with an adult)

Sunday, November 2 
12:30 – 1:00 p.m.
Free for children and adults 
Reservations requested by November 1.

First Friday (Adult+) 
How Does a Watershed Affect You

Friday, November 7 
11:00 a.m. – Noon
$8 Adults 
$6 Members and children 9 – 15 
Reservations appreciated, walk-ins welcome. 

Little Explorers (Ages 3 – 8 with an adult) 
Time for Turkeys

Saturday, November 8 
10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
$12 Adults 
$9 Members and children 3 – 8 
Paid reservations required by November 6.

November Camp (Ages 4 – 11 with adult) 
Sign up for one or both days. Prices are per day.

Monday, November 10 
Tuesday, November 11 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
$48 Children 4 – 11 
$36 Member children 
$5 Sibling discount 
Paid reservations required by November 6/7. 
 
Holiday Wreath Sale (All) 
Orders due: Friday, November 14
Wreath Pick-Up 
Friday, November 28, 10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday, November 29, 10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

$28 Fresh Green Wreath Only
$48 Uniquely Audubon Themed

Thanksgiving with the Birds (All)

Saturday, November 22 
11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
$8 Adults 
$6 Members and children 3 – 15 
Free 2 and under 
Paid reservations required by November 14.

Small Business Saturday (All) 
Saturday, November 29 
10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Throwback Shirt Fundraiser (All) 
Pre-order by: Monday, December 1
$28 Adult unisex t-shirts 
$28 Adult women’s cut t-shirts 
$32 Adult unisex long-sleeve 
$22 Youth t-shirt 
$42 Hooded sweatshirt (Adult/youth)  
*Additional $5 for size XXL shirts and sweatshirts. 

Giving Tuesday (All) 
An online day of giving: auduboncnc.org/donate

December 2, 2025 
Midnight – 11:59 p.m.

First Friday (Adult+) 
“Fleeting Moments” A Collection 
of Wildlife Photographs 

Friday, December 5 
11:00 a.m. – Noon
$8 Adults 
$6 Members and children 9 – 15 
Reservations appreciated, walk-ins welcome. 

First Sunday Story Time 
(Children 2 – 8 with an adult)

Sunday, December 7 
12:30 – 1:00 p.m.

Free for children and adults 
Reservations requested by December 6.

Little Explorers (Ages 3 – 8 with an adult) 
Under the Snow

Saturday, December 13 
10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

$12 Adults 
$9 Members and children 3 – 8 
Paid reservations required by December 11.

Christmas with the Critters (All) 
Monday, December 29, 2025 
Session 1: 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Session 2: 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

$8 Adults 
$6 Members and children 3 – 15 
Free 2 and under 
Reservations appreciated, 
walk-ins welcome if space is available.

Holiday Camp (Ages 4 – 12 with adult) 
Sign up for one or both days. Prices are per day.

Tuesday, December 30 
Wednesday, December 31 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

$48 Children 4 – 11 
$36 Member children 
$5 Sibling discount 
Paid reservations required by December 26/29.
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Programs and Events
November November/December December (Continued)

Intended Audience Key
Adult = designed for adults

Adult+ = designed for adults, mature,  
and interested children 9 and up when  
accompanied by an adult.

All = Something for everyone, but children 
must be accompanied by an adult.

Children/Ages = designed for children: 
drop them off and pick them up later.

Program Registration
•	 Online at auduboncnc.org/events
•	 Phone: (716) 569-2345
•	 By mail with credit card information 

or a check payable to ACNC  
Audubon Community Nature Center  
1600 Riverside Road,  
Jamestown, NY, 14701 

Refund Policy
•	 If Audubon Community Nature Center 

cancels the program, participants receive 
full refunds.

•	 If a participant cancels before the 
deadline, a refund, less an $8 processing 
fee, will be made.

•	 If the registration is less than $8, a 
processing fee will be 25% of the cost of 
the registration.

•	 If a participant cancels after the deadline, 
no refund will be made, but please still 
notify ACNC of your cancellation. 

•	 No refunds after 30 days from purchase.

Please Note: 
For the most accurate information about 
ACNC programs and events, please visit 
auduboncnc.org or call (716) 569-2345.

Registration is required for most programs. 
Programs may be cancelled if there are 
not enough registrations. Register early to 
ensure the program runs. Some programs 
have limited enrollment.
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The spherical galls on dried goldenrod stalks are the homes of 
Goldenrod Gall Fly larvae, who are waiting for the warm days of spring 
to emerge. Photo by Jennifer Schlick.

Nature Notes: 
Goldenrod Galls
By Emma Roth 
Nature Educator and Animal Care Specialist

Those of you who frequent the trails at Audubon are 
probably familiar with our little meadow, Bluebird Field. 
While this field is aptly named and is frequented by 
bluebirds, the name Goldenrod Field would be equally 
appropriate. In September, the field is still full of the 
golden yellow flowers, but by November, those flowers 
have died and the stalks have turned dry and brown. 
However, these dead plants are still hosting life.

If you’ve walked through a field of goldenrods, alive 
or dead, you may have noticed a nearly perfect 
spherical growth on some of the stalks. These 
bulbous growths are galls, the incubation chambers 
made by an insect known as a Goldenrod Gall Fly. 
These flies lay their eggs on the goldenrod stalks. 
After the eggs hatch, the larvae burrow into the stalk, 
and begin to eat the plant tissue. This causes the 
plant to react and grow around the insect, creating 
the ball-shaped gall we see. 

In early fall, before the goldenrod dies and dries, the 
larvae create a tunnel, which reaches almost to the 
surface of the plant stalk, before going dormant and 
spending the winter in the tunnel. In the spring, the 
larva goes through a final molt, becoming an adult 
where it chews through the remaining portion of the 

stem and emerges into the world. In the spring, you 
can find the tiny holes on the sides of dried goldenrod 
galls where the adult fly has emerged. 

Goldenrod Gall Flies are not the only insects that 
overwinter in dead plants. Many types of beetles, 
moths, butterflies, and bees overwinter, often in larval 
form, in dead leaves or stems of plants. While winter 
landscapes often seem dead and bleak, in truth they 
are teeming with life, often right under your feet, just 
waiting for the warm days of spring. 

2024-2025 Grants Received
Carnahan Jackson 
Foundation 
$20,000 Educational 
Program Support

Chautauqua Region 
Community Foundation 
$20,000 Educational 
Program Support 

Discretionary Grants 
$1,250 Gebbie Foundation
$1,000 Ralph C. 
Sheldon Foundation
$500 Ralph C. 
Sheldon Foundation

$500 Ralph C. 
Sheldon Foundation
$250 Ralph C. 
Sheldon Foundation

Holmberg Foundation 
$12,000 Educational 
Program Support

Hultquist Foundation 
$10,000 Educational 
Program Support

Jessie Smith Darrah Fund 
$10,000 Educational 
Program Support

The Lenna Foundation 
$23,000 Educational 
Program Support
$21,123 Well and Septic 
System Upgrades

Northern Allegheny 
Conservation Association 
$1,000 Invasive Species 
Program Support

Ralph C. Sheldon 
Foundation 
$17,651 Reception Desk 
and Restroom Remodel 
(for 2025-2026 fiscal year)

$1,010: Computer 
Replacement
$5,000: Executive 
Director Search
$500 Discretionary Grant

United Arts Appeal of 
Chautauqua County 
$500 Pollinator Exhibit 
Flower Replacement
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Give Big Chautauqua Donors
Donations made online on June 12, 2025, totaled $7,214.

Breeanne Agett
Dave and Marie Anderson
Monica Annis
Diane Atcheson
Len Barry
Andrea Benedett
Dave Berner in memory 
of Clarice Berner
David Bernhardt
Danielle Bertolini
Yvonne Bisel
Eric Bolling
Louise and Reginald 
Boutwell in honor of 
Leigh Rovegno
Mary Brickley
Chuck and Pat Brininger
Bill and Diana Burbank
Cama Family
Suzanne Campbell
Pierre Chagnon

Mark Conover
Mark Constantino
Rob Cordero
Andrea DiMaio
Justina Dore
Kathleen Ebersole
Bruce and Joan Erickson
Gail Espinoza
Katie Finch
James and Patricia Fincher
Fodor Family
Gleason Family in honor 
of Leigh Rovegno
Randall Graham
Michael Griffith
Sue Grohol
Annie Haase
Cathleen Hall
Irgang Family
Jane Kidder
Heather and Murl Kinal

Mark and Christine King in 
honor of Leigh Rovegno
Jake Kohler
Leslie Labarte
Mary Laird
Jay and Jaime 
Lauffenburger 
Casey and Twan Leenders
Penny and Gary Lester in 
honor of Leigh Rovegno
Julia, Hudsyn, and 
David Niles
Jennifer and Scott 
McMaster Lumia
Kristan McMahon
Donelle Melville
Alice and Albert 
Milchanoski
Becky and Steve Nystrom
Arthur Pearson
Eugenie Poignard

Steph Rogers
The Rovegno Family in 
honor of the incredible 
ACNC Staff & Board
Maureen Rovegno in 
honor of Leigh Rovegno
Jason Sample
Bill Schmidt
Daryl Simons Jr.
Ali Johnson and Tim Smeal
Matt and Petra Stenta 
in memory of 
Ferdinand Stenta
Stephen Still
The Stronz Family
Christopher Taylor 
Craig Thompson
Betsy and Griff Vinton 
in honor of Louise and 
Reginald Boutwell
John Willsie
Karen Yeversky

Warren Gives Donors
Donations made online on May 14, 2025, totaled $10,966.

Dave and Sherry Albrecht
John M Arrigo
Bill Bale
Donna and Edward Ball
Chuck and Judy Barrett
Sally Ann Beckarink
Joel and Lesley Berdine
Suzette Berdine
Dennis and Nancy Bimber
Janet S. Boyle
Cody and Meggi Brown
Jason Brunecz
Chelsea and Josh Burkett
Gregory Burkett
John A. Carlson
Alec and Karen Conarro 
Mary Conarro in memory 
of Robert Sokolski
Cindy Conquer
Elaine Crossley in memory 
of Barbara Case
Robert and Barbara 
Crowley
Michael and Caryl Decker
Jean Denardi
Stephanie DiPenti
Elizabeth Dropp
Ronald J. Dutton

Mark and Pat Evans in 
honor of Leigh Rovegno
Benjamin Allen Farnham
Melvin Feather
Bill and Linda Fehrenbach
Debbie and Ken 
Fitzsimmons
Katherine Frank in 
memory of Jack Frank
Eileen and Jim Goodling 
in honor of Leigh Rovegno
Noah Goodling
Sherry Griffiths
Pamela Hahn
Terry D. Hallock in 
memory of Barb Hallock
Darbee Harrington
Donna and Jim Holding
Dean and Lisa Huya
Barbara Johnson
Ronald and Sharon 
Johnson
Robert and Cindy 
Kaemmerer
Robert and Susan Klebacha
Dan Knupp
Rod and Lara Larson
Gloria and John Lasher
 

Jay and Jaime 
Lauffenburger
Michelle and Vance 
Lauffenburger
Twan Leenders
Gary and Penny Lester
Greg and Pam Lyle
Sarah Lyon
Amy Mcilvaine
Bob and Jamie Nelson
Suki Nelson
Northern Allegheny 
Outdoor Women’s Assoc.
Gary and Kathy Olson
John and Kathie 
Oppenheim
Ellen Paquette
Freda and JR Pyles
Terrance L. Radecki
Courtney Rappole
Dale Readus
Laura and Jerry Renner
Elaine F Rhodes
David and Hallie Rigg
Bonnie L Riggle
Bryan Rodgers
Elizabeth Rodriguez
Steven Rothenberg

Leigh Rovegno in honor 
of Audubon staff
Charlotte Schmaltz
Callie Schwab
Alex Shreffler
Julie Simons and 
Tracy Miller
Katherine Frank
Taffi J. Skopinski
Andrew and Michele 
Sokolski in memory of 
Sally Sokolski
Susan Stout and 
David Snyder
Jill Sumner
Michael and Lilly Suppa
Debra Teachman
Linda and Randy Thomas
Sally Villella
Randy and Chris Voty
Robert and Jean Walker
Cassandra Waseleski
Kevin Weigel 
Dean and Nadine Westover
John E Willsie
Dottie Mclain and 
Al Yelvington
Jim and Sue Yovich
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Thank You, Annual Fund Donors
Donations made between February 1, 2025, and July 31, 2025

$1,000 – $3,000
Martha Carnahan
Nikole Knobloch
Ann Dahl Luce
Curt and Susie Westrom
$300 – $600
Anonymous
Renate Bob
James Fincher
Nikole Knobloch
Chase and Mary Putnam
Ridouts Heating and
Cooling Co. Inc.
John E. Willsie
$100 – $299
Dan and Shauna Anderson
Todd and Linda Anderson
Anonymous 
Ruth B. Antosh
Artone LLC
Louise and Reg Boutwell
Bill and Diana Burbank
Ann Carlson
David and Dorothy Chase
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Erickson
Sandy Hatfield
Ed and Ellie Harvey
Drew and Susan Heitzenrater
Bridget and Dick Johnson
Linda and Arden Knapp
Nancy Lahnen
Robert J. Lannon
Joan Marcello
Jeff Hunter and Beth Peyton
Sue Polichetti

Jean Prechter
Barbara Prentiss
Lynne Reading
Lynette Rexford
Art and Johannah Robb
Steve Robinson
Dorothy M. Rhinehart
Rick Rupprecht
Serta International
Barbara L. Sheldon
Priscilla Spencer
Phillip J. Stafford
Petra Stenta
Jack and Nancy Swanson
The Capacity Lab
United Way of
Bartholomew County Inc. 
Rose Van Volkenburg
Don and Beth Watts
Janet Wahlberg
Lynn S. Weber
Phyllis Wright
David Zarpentine
$5 – $99
Dave and Marie Anderson
Linda Barnes Anderson
Anonymous
Client and Kari Apthorpe
James Baer
Andrea Benedetto Spitale
David Bernhardt
Mary and Jim Berry
Brenda Brook
William Burbank
Audrey Cable

David and Nancy Cable
Charlie Cardinale
Chamber Event Support
Lillian G. Chapman
David Cooney
Lauren Costanzo
Warren Crandall
Kristen Darling
Rodney Daum
Lorraine Demambro
Carol Donaldson
Ellen Foley
Frontstream SPV LLC
Beatrice M Harnish
Mary Anne Harp
Pat Heath
Nancy R. Henry
Vicki Hitchcock
Douglas and Donna Hoffman
Jill Hoovler
Robert Hovan
Ron and Sharon Johnson
Janice Kelley-VanOrd
Sandra and Karl Kellgren
Katy Kutschke
Rhonda LaMancuso
Laurie Lane
Jody and Marie Larson
“Many Blessings!”
National Fuel Gas Company
Frances P. Marchiando
Jerry Mathewson
Jim Mayshark
Anthony McElhaney

Lew and Diana Meckley
Madeline Miles
Sheila Nash
Thomas Nevinger
Dolores Newman
P. Michael Nielsen
Sally Patchen
Ralph and Virginia Penhollow
Helen Peterson
Karen A. Peterson
Janice Phillips
John and Marie Plumb
Donald Rexford
David and Harriet Rigg
Linda L. Rublee
Raymond Rushboldt
Bev and John Ruska
Tracie and Bradley Smith
William Smith and
Carol Lorenc
Beth Snow
Cathy Southwell
Becky and Lee Spear
George C Spinks Jr.
Kay R. Stahlman
William Stroh
Paul and Becky Swanson
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Ray and Susan Toombs
Cheryl VanHouten
Charles and Sally Vevers
Dan and Ann Walker
Marc Wilcox
Leo J. Wroblewski

November – December

Memorial and Honoraria
Donations made between February 1, 2025, and July 31, 2025

In Honor of:
Nancy Baglia
Chris Baglia
Carol Samuelson
Pat Spicer
Joanne Miller
Pat Spicer
Kaplan J. Cockram
Karin S. Cockram
Louise and Reg Boutwell
Jay and Kathie Balentine
Nancy White
Pat Spicer
Olivia Sechriest
Pat Spicer
Tom and Mary Erlandson
Pat Spicer 

In Memory of:
Heather Brickley
Mary Brickley

Leslie Hallock
Lissa and Sherwood
VanDewark
Jim Schnars
Margaret Vimmerstedt
James Forbes
Janet Forbes
Bill Thomas
Judy Thomas
Janet Meissner
Leanard Meissner
Aaron Chase
Taryn Jackson and
Sonja Saxton
Andrew T. Lacher
Helen Peterson
Carol Williams
Ann and Steve Abdella
Dale and Paula McIntrye
Susan Huffman   

Sharon Drennen,
Dan McMaster, and Families
Daniel J. Conlan
Stephen Spencer
Gene Keppel
Harold Johnson
Jack Skinner
Tom and Donna Whittaker
James W. Baer
Daniel Bjork
Rita Jacobson
Richard Baer
Nancy Deneen
Kirsten and Michael Bishop
Allen Johnson
Susan Kelly, Nancy
Belanger, Doug and
Kathie Gammage
Roger Gilbert
Karen Putnam   

Kevin Kirchhoff
David and LuAnn Backus
Leslie Hallock
Serendipity
Linda Anderson
Mary and Mark Ochs
Lee and Sandra Fletcher
Barry Benson
Sue and Doug Sandmeyer 
and Stephanie Hall
Margaret L. Nelson
David C. Nelson
Rosie Swan
Louise and Reg Boutwell
Sherwood VanDewark
Lauren and Richard Hess
Jacob F. Palomaki
Kevin and Julie Holland
and Family
Stephanie Frucella
Frances Lapinski
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Audubon Welcomes New 
Executive Director, Aaron Sidder
Audubon is thrilled to announce that Aaron Sidder has joined 
ACNC as the new Executive Director!

Aaron brings nearly two decades of experience in conservation 
and nonprofit leadership, with a passion for helping people 
connect with the natural world. He is a published science writer 
for publications like National Geographic and has helped secure 
significant funding for conservation projects in his previous roles.

“I am honored to lead this incredible organization and to help 
strengthen the ties between people and the natural world,” 
Aaron shared. Board Chair Tina Downey says his deep expertise 
and ability to inspire make him an exceptional fit.

His leadership comes at an exciting time, and ACNC can’t wait 
to see the vision and energy he brings. Please give Aaron a 
warm welcome to the Audubon team!

Blue Heron Legacy Society
ACNC strives to ensure that every child from the local 
community has a real and healthy connection to nature. 
You can be a part of this vision, make it stronger, and 
leave a lasting legacy for the future.

ACNC’s vision becomes stronger through long-term 
commitments made by Nature Center members, 
donors, and friends; those who wish their legacies 
to be a part of a thriving, educational, nature-based 
organization. Commitments can include listing ACNC as 
a beneficiary in your will, IRA account, retirement plan, 
or designated fund.

Bruce and Juline Battler
Carnahan-Jackson Foundation
Chautauqua Region  
Community Foundation
Donna and Mark Hampton
Holmberg Foundation
Hultquist Foundation
Jessie Smith Darrah Fund
Kinetic Internet Service Provider
The Lenna Foundation
The Ralph C. Sheldon Foundation

Community Partners

David Campbell
Sue and Bill Chandler
Hal and Mary Conarro
Cummins Jamestown Engine Plant
Bob and Kathy Frucella
Kravitz Tree Service
Thomas Kuntz and Meredith Kuntz
Doug and Lamae McCullor
National Fuel Gas Company

Southern Chautauqua 
Federal Credit Union
Weinberg Financial Group
Curt and Susie Westrom
Whirley-DrinkWorks!
Jeanne Wiebenga and Jane Stirniman
 
Interested in becoming a community partner? 
Contact Jessica Piskor at (716) 569-2345 
or jpiskor@auduboncnc.org.

What will your legacy be? How will you 
leave your mark on the world?
Please contact Jessica Piskor for more information at 
jpiskor@auduboncnc.org or (716) 569-2345.
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