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From the Executive Director’s Desk 
 
Dear Nature Center Members and Friends,

I recently moved to Chautauqua County and began my role as 
Executive Director of Audubon Community Nature Center, where 
I’m now wrapping up my first quarter on the job. As I sat down 
to write this note, I found myself reflecting on the challenge 
of describing a time and place—winter in western New York—
that I’ve yet to experience firsthand. What wonders await me 
this season? I can safely assume that snow will play a starring 
role, and I look forward to the learning and opportunity that will 
accompany it. How fitting for the start of a new year!

I am so grateful for the support I have received during my 
transition into this community. To our volunteers, Board of 
Directors, and the talented and dedicated staff at Audubon: 
thank you!

Most importantly, thank you to all our members for your 
continued support. Your membership sustains six miles of year-
round, accessible trails enjoyed by more than 14,000 visitors, 
nearly 1,000 nature-based programs across Chautauqua, 
Cattaraugus, and Warren counties, 11 dedicated full-time staff 
members, the care of our Animal Ambassadors, and a welcoming 
Nature Center where people of all ages can connect with the 
natural world. 

An Audubon Community Nature Center membership is more 
than just financial support—it is a way to say yes to wonder, to 
connection, and to our natural world. Together, we can help 
to ensure that nature continues to inspire and educate for 
generations. If you believe in our work here and are not yet a 
member, we invite you to join us and become a member today. 

I look forward to getting to know you all and growing together 
as we enter 2026. I hope you see something really cool 
outside today.     

Sincerely,

Aaron Sidder 
Executive Director
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Mission
Audubon Community Nature Center builds  
and nurtures connections between people  
and nature by providing positive outdoor 
experiences, opportunities to learn about  
and understand the natural world,  
and knowledge to act in environmentally  
responsible ways.

Nature Center Newsletter
The free, bi-monthly publication of 
Audubon Community Nature Center, Inc.  
Jessica Piskor, Newsletter Editor 
Cover: Barred Owl by Aaron J Hill on Pexels

     
1600 Riverside Road, Jamestown, NY 14701
Ph: (716) 569-2345 · Fx: (716) 569-2765
info@auduboncnc.org · auduboncnc.org 
Hosting a chapter of National Audubon Society
serving Chautauqua and Warren Counties

Nature Center Hours
10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday – Saturday 
1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., Sunday 
Trails are open from dawn to dusk.

Building Admission
$6 Adults • $2 Children • $15 Max per family 
Free admission for Nature Center Members and 
SNAP/EBT and Arts Access cardholders. 
Free admission for non-members on Sundays 
and Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
(Monday, January 19, 2026)

Visit auduboncnc.org 
by scanning this code.

Follow Audubon 
on these platforms: 
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Welcome, New and Returning Nature Center Members
Recorded between May 1, 2025, to October 29, 2025

Senior (65+) Individual $35 
MaryAnn Alpaugh 
Kellie Eklund  
Andrew Greene  
Leah Kaufman

Senior Family $45 
Deb and Bobn Bablak 
Deborah Cenni 
Denise Fugo 
Robin Elder and James Okumura 
Judith Grillo 
LeAnn Love 
Dottie McLain and Al Yelvington 
Leanna and Brian McMahon 
Pierina Morelli and Libby Hewett 
William and Merilee Potter 
Kari Winter

Individual $50 
Karen Brown 
Diane Howard 
Zacery Rice-Pifer

Family $60 
Laura Anfang 
Jakki and Joel Ahlbin 
 

Family $60 (continued) 
Lexi Allen 
Ryan Barrett and Julianne Friend 
Georgie Bickling 
Heather and Scott Billstone 
Kacy and Adam Billstone 
Dori Brady 
Kate Bzibziak 
Cassandra and Andrew Beck 
Jenny Christy 
Amy Constantino 
Tara Darling 
Sue Davis-Gillis 
Kylie Dean 
Sarah and Nathan Dispenza 
Theresa Frankson 
Heather Green 
Glendy Guerrero 
Michelle Hanson 
Brandon Hawley 
Jessica Hedman-Dickey 
Sara and Matt Henry 
Lauren Jacobs 
Heather and Murl Kinal 
Cassandra Madsen 
 

Family $60 (continued)  

Katie McCabe 
Chaz Miller and Arlene Gottieb 
Chanella Mulenda 
Kelsey Raines 
Emily Rapport 
Joanna Richard 
Melissa Rogers 
Lacey Ruch 
Aaron Sidder and Rachel Eisenstat 
Lincoln Sokolski 
Ruby Slomian 
Sabrakay Thompson 
Huseyn Tunceroglu 
Ti�any Van Curen 
Annika Wallin 
June Winters 
Anna and Scott Wright

Family Plus $100 
Kayla Gregory 
Alexandra and Anthony Pezzulo

Organizational $160 
Chautauqua County Mental Hygiene 
OPWDD Recreational Therapy 
Programs

January � February

Become an ACNC Member!
Nature Center Members have free access to three �oors 
of interactive exhibitions, live animals, big windows for 
bird watching, and endless imaginative play possibilities. 
Members in turn, support development of the Nature 
Center, so ACNC can continually update all that the 
building and grounds have to o�er and provide the local 
community with opportunities for a real and healthy 
connection to nature. �

Members also enjoy 10% o� gift shop sales and rentals 
(including birthday parties) and a 25% discount on 
programs, festivals, and events, like Audubon Lights.

Visit auduboncnc.org/memberships to purchase a 
membership for you or a friend.
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Sign Up for Summer Day Camp!
Audubon’s Summer Day Camp is an opportunity for a child 
in your life to strengthen their foundation to the natural 
world, broaden their knowledge, and grow through play and 
exploration. Over the course of eight weeks, children ages 
4 to 14 create relationships with each other and to nature. 

Camp registration opens on January 1, 2026, for Nature Center 
Members and February 1, 2026, for non-members. Sign your 
child(ren) up early, since slots typically fill up by early spring. 
Learn more and sign up at auduboncnc.org/daycamp or call 
(716) 569-2345.

Do you know a child ages 13 – 18 interested in helping out 
with Day Camp? They can expand their skills as a volunteer 
Counselor-in-Training (CIT) or Junior Counselor (JC). Discover 
more at auduboncnc.org/daycamp in the CIT/JC section.

Contact Chelsea Jandreau at cjandreau@auduboncnc.org 
for more information.

Blue Heron Legacy Society
ACNC strives to ensure that every child from the local 
community has a real and healthy connection to nature. 
You can be a part of this vision, make it stronger, and 
leave a lasting legacy for the future.

ACNC’s vision becomes stronger through long-term 
commitments made by Nature Center members, 
donors, and friends; those who wish their legacies 
to be a part of a thriving, educational, nature-based 
organization. Commitments can include listing ACNC as 
a beneficiary in your will, IRA account, retirement plan, 
or designated fund.

Bruce and Juline Battler
Carnahan-Jackson Foundation
Chautauqua Region  
Community Foundation
Donna and Mark Hampton
Holmberg Foundation
Hultquist Foundation
Jessie Smith Darrah Fund
Kinetic Internet Service Provider
The Lenna Foundation
The Ralph C. Sheldon Foundation

Community Partners

David Campbell
Sue and Bill Chandler
Hal and Mary Conarro
Cummins Jamestown Engine Plant
Bob and Kathy Frucella
Kravitz Tree Service
Thomas Kuntz and Meredith Kuntz
Doug and Lamae McCullor
National Fuel Gas Company

Southern Chautauqua 
Federal Credit Union
Weinberg Financial Group
Curt and Susie Westrom
Whirley-DrinkWorks!
Jeanne Wiebenga and Jane Stirniman
 
Interested in becoming a community partner? 
Contact Aaron Sidder at (716) 569-2345 
or asidder@auduboncnc.org.

What will your legacy be? How will you 
leave your mark on the world?
Please contact Aaron Sidder for more information at 
asidder@auduboncnc.org or (716) 569-2345.
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